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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 
Resumed from 16 March on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [12.27 pm]: I believe I still have some time on the clock, Mr Speaker, 
because you closed me down in full flight when I was on my feet last in this place.  

The SPEAKER: Do you think the clock is now a more accurate reflection of the time that you have available, 
member for South Perth?  

Mr J.E. McGrath: That sounds very good. I would like a bit more time. At the time I spoke last on this 
question, I was talking about the Manning Road on-ramp, which is an issue very dear to my heart and the hearts 
of my constituents. Ever since I was elected member for South Perth, I have been fighting very hard to get a 
government of any persuasion to put an on-ramp onto the freeway heading south at Manning Road, which to 
most sensible people would seem a pretty logical thing to do. I have had talks with the Minister for Transport 
and the Premier, and I live in hope that one day we will get this very important piece of infrastructure in the 
southern part of my electorate.  

The other issue that has arisen since I last spoke in this place relates to the Perth Waterfront development. I am 
glad the Minister for Planning is here today, because a little bit of concern has arisen in the electorate of South 
Perth about the transport implications of the development and its impacts on my electorate. I have always 
supported the diversion around the actual inlet and changing the direction of Riverside Drive. I think it is a great 
innovation and the people of Perth will really welcome the Perth Waterfront development. However, there is a 
fear that diverting that traffic will lead to people not travelling across the Causeway, especially people coming 
up to this part of the city who at present travel along Riverside Drive. My suggestion is—I do not know whether 
it is too late—that as a lot of excavation work must be done in that area before the water comes in, it would be 
possible to dig some sort of a trench so that Riverside Drive would continue. The trench could be made and then 
covered before the water is allowed in. I am not sure what that would cost, but I intend to write to the Minister 
for Planning and the Minister for Transport about it. I believe that the work on the project will begin either at the 
end of this year or early next year. I would like some indication of what impact the government transport 
planners believe the work on the project could have on traffic coming through the city and into the West Perth–
Subiaco precincts. That is something we need to be careful about. As I said, I support the Perth Waterfront 
project. It will lead to ferries being used more for transport, which will be a great thing for Perth. I have always 
said that we should use the Swan River for transport and recreation more than we do. 

In closing, I will mention another thing that has happened in my electorate. Recently an event was held to 
celebrate the completion of the restoration of the Church of St Mary the Virgin in South Perth. The church is a 
heritage-listed building. Most people who have driven along South Perth on the freeway would have noticed the 
spire on top of its roof. The building has been a landmark in Perth for a long time. Thanks to this government, 
we were able to provide $250 000 towards the cost of that restoration work to repair the damage caused by 
concrete cancer. Lotterywest also provided $185 000 and the John Howard federal government provided 
$250 000. I thank all the ministers who were involved in that. The Minister for Heritage, who has left the 
chamber, was very closely involved, as was the former Treasurer. It was good to see them get behind the 
restoration of that iconic heritage building in my electorate. The people of South Perth want me to convey their 
thanks to the government for getting behind that project. 

MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [12.31 pm]: It gives me much pleasure to rise and speak in support of the 
Premier’s Statement. It is my privilege to represent the illustrious electorate of Southern River on the southern 
outskirts of the suburbs of Perth. It is an interesting electorate because only 10 per cent of its population is over 
the age of 60. It is a very young area and many of the suburbs are very new. It also has the benefit of having 
three modern, well-equipped retirement villages and also a retirement facility hostel-cum-nursing home at the 
Joseph Banks Aged Care Facility. It is in that context that I put on the public record that on 17 February I had the 
pleasure of having as my guest for lunch at Parliament House Mr Paul Capaldi, who was accompanied by his 
octogenarian nephew, Norm Barnard, and a friend, Kelly Costello. Mr Capaldi is one of the many happy 
residents of the modern and beautifully designed Joseph Banks retirement complex that was completed a few 
years ago. What is unique about Mr Capaldi is that he is 100 years of age, he still has keen sense of humour and 
he bounds up the stairs in that complex unaided by a walking stick. He walked into Parliament House without a 
walking stick and had lunch with me. He certainly enjoyed the food too. When I visited him on his 100th birthday 
last year he told me that he had never met a politician in person. I said to him that if it had taken him 100 years to 
meet one that I should invite him to Parliament House. The local newspaper wrote a story about it and said that it 
took Mr Capaldi 100 years to earn the right to come to Parliament. He thoroughly enjoyed the dining room. It 
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was quite funny because I had forgotten to tell him that he needed to wear a tie but the staff came to the rescue 
by opening a draw and pulling out a tie that they tied for him so that he could enter the dining room and enjoy a 
very nice lunch. He also enjoyed his time in the Speaker’s gallery. Mr Capaldi is a little hard of hearing and was 
having some difficulty hearing what was going on. I assured him that it was alright because half the time I do 
know what is going on either! 

The government is halfway through its four-year term. Much has been done and much still needs to be done. 
Every time I come to Parliament I see the work progressing on the Fiona Stanley Hospital at Murdoch. When 
that facility is completed, it will provide state-of-the-art medical facilities for the people in my electorate in 
particular. The St John of God Hospital Murdoch is also close by; it is just a matter of a short trip down South 
Street. Having the public hospital so close by will be very much appreciated by my constituents. 

The government has also implemented the independent public schools program. The three schools in my 
electorate that have availed themselves of that program are Bletchley Park Primary School, Campbell Primary 
School and, more recently, Ranford Primary School. I understand that other school communities are also 
applying to join the ranks of the independent public schools. I will briefly mention Bletchley Park Primary 
School. That school is right on the suburban fringe. It started a couple of years ago with 168 students. Even 
though it received funding for extra classrooms under the Building the Education Revolution program, an 
additional 10 portables were installed this year to accommodate all the students. Bletchley Park Primary School 
is a unique school in many respects. A lot of migrants live in that area and one out of every four fathers of the 
children is a fly in, fly out dad, which certainly creates some issues for the families there. I put on the public 
record the excellent work of the principal, Mr Chris Partington, who has helped to build a sense of community in 
that new suburb. The great benefit of the independent public school system is that schools such as Bletchley Park 
Primary School have a fantastic atmosphere. The children have respect for the teachers, and the way in which the 
school functions is a credit to the staff. The principal is able to select teachers whom he believes will carry 
forward the ethos of the school. That is certainly a positive development and I am sure that Campbell Primary 
School under the leadership of Mr Peter Glendenning and Ranford Primary School under the leadership of Ms 
Bronwyn Tester will continue to make use of that ability to maintain the excellent standards and atmosphere in 
those schools. 

As a member of the government, I had the opportunity to go to the Ord River a while back to see some of the 
work that is going on there. With my background in agriculture I found that particularly interesting. The 
government has taken the step of moving forward with Ord River stage 2, which is a very exciting development. 
The government has shown leadership on the Pilbara Cities plan. I have a son who lives in Tom Price. We spent 
Christmas with him and were able to see some of the plans to develop the cities in the Pilbara to make them 
more liveable places. The communities certainly welcome those plans. I mention that, even though it is way 
outside of my electorate. 

I am thrilled that this government has finally taken the step to do something about the ineffective taxi cameras 
that have been in our taxi fleet in Perth for far too long. It has been known for many years that these cameras 
simply do not work much of the time. A tragic situation occurred in my electorate involving a taxidriver, who 
was awarded by Swan Taxis for customer service and various other things and who is a very honest person. He 
picked up three drunken teenagers in Thornlie at two o’clock in the morning and drove them to the city. They did 
a runner and reported him for having sexually interfered with a girl in the front seat. It was a case of three voices 
against one and the taxidriver was convicted. He lost his taxi licence and means of livelihood. He has five 
children. He is a hardworking fellow, but now that he has a police record, he cannot get a job because everyone 
wants a police clearance. Had the camera in his taxi been operational, it would perhaps have been able to provide 
clearer evidence that he was not guilty. On the evidence presented to the court, the magistrate found him guilty, 
yet I have serious doubts about that verdict. 

Our government has stepped forward to do great things not only on the economic front, but also at the social 
level. I have been personally involved in talking with church leaders in Perth dealing with homelessness. 
Because the churches are so involved in providing social services, it is encouraging that twice a year our Premier 
makes a point of meeting with the church leaders in Perth to talk about social issues. An issue that has come 
forward is that a crash pad, so to speak, for homeless people is desperately needed in Perth. It is not always a 
case of homeless people wanting accommodation; some want to live out on the street because of mental health 
issues and so on. The aim of a crash pad is to provide a safe place where homeless people can basically crash for 
the night, have a shower, get some breakfast in the morning and then go on their way again. It is a facility that is 
much needed. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Don’t we already have them? 

Mr P. ABETZ: We have very few. They are more geared for getting people into housing, whereas this facility 
would be like the centres in the Pilbara. 
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Mr J.E. McGrath: What about in East Perth, in Camillus House, where they can go and get a bed for the night, 
and get something to eat in the morning and off they go? 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, there is a desperate need for more of that. Some facilities, unfortunately, have closed due to 
lack of funding, but that is being addressed 

The Premier’s concern for the socially disadvantaged is further evidenced by the fact that the Premier attended a 
breakfast this morning, which I also attended, at which he launched the Jade Lewis and Friends Inc charity. 
Some members may be familiar with Jade Lewis. She is a girl who grew up in a good family, headed in the 
wrong direction and went down the path of drug addiction but whose life has turned around through the help 
given to her by various people, particularly her family and Teen Challenge in Esperance. She has written books 
about her journey. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: She is a very impressive young woman. 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, a very interesting young woman. I am glad that I had two hankies with me this morning at 
the breakfast, because there were not too many dry eyes. Dixie Marshall, the newsreader, was there and she 
commented that she had difficulty containing her emotions as we listened to Jade and also to an ex-prisoner from 
Bandyup Women’s Prison, who also gave her story. This happened, I think, because of Prison Fellowship 
Australia, which was working in Bandyup Women’s Prison. Some of the prisoners had read Jade’s book and said 
it would be nice to meet Jade. To cut a long story short, Jade went to the prison on a Saturday morning, and she 
identified with the situation and issues that these women were experiencing, because some 80 per cent of the 
women in Bandyup are there because of drug-related issues. She has been going there regularly and has 
developed a program. A young lady from the prison at the breakfast this morning spoke about how the program 
that Jade runs has turned her life around and helped her back on the right path. It was also good to hear the 
governor, the lady who runs that prison, speak so positively about the work of Jade and her team. Jade Lewis and 
Friends Inc is now a formal charity, and the fact that the Premier took the time out of his busy schedule to be at 
that breakfast and to launch that charity this morning was most encouraging and sends a clear message that as a 
government we are not only good economic managers; we also care about the socially disadvantaged. 

I move to local issues in my electorate. For the last two years I have been pushing for illuminated 40-kilometre-
an-hour speed limit signs; that push has borne fruit. Canning Vale Primary School and Campbell Primary School 
now have the benefit of those signs, and St Emilie’s Catholic Primary School on Amherst Road and Bletchley 
Park Primary School on Balfour Street will get their signs in the next few months. More of these signs are 
needed; certainly, Thornlie Christian College on Furley Road and probably Forest Crescent Primary School are 
the most urgently in need.  

Also locally, we have moved forward the building of the extra lane on Kwinana Freeway between Leach 
Highway and Roe Highway, and that improvement will be very much appreciated by residents of my electorate. 
The freeway between Leach Highway and Roe Highway already jams up at about 2.30 in the afternoon. My area 
is growing very rapidly and that puts a lot of pressure on the road system. These issues are being addressed. The 
Warton Road duplication is almost complete; the Ranford Road duplication is complete; and, the Garden Street 
duplication is almost done. We still have some issues, one of which is the roundabout at the intersection of 
Nicholson Road and Garden Street. It is a major bottleneck that is aggravated by the fact that it is close to the 
railway freight line to Fremantle. That line creates a lot of problems. Ten or 15 years ago there were about three 
or four trains a day; now there are apparently 20 to 25 goods trains there sometimes. When a train comes through 
during peak-hour traffic, everything comes to a grinding halt. In fact, even when there is no train, it is already 
almost at a grinding halt! I am pleased to say that Main Roads is doing some studies on the traffic flow issues 
there, and hopefully something will be done very soon. I have not seen any plans yet, but I have been led to 
understand that plans are underway. I think that the member for Gosnells has also been making representations 
because it also affects people in his electorate.  

Another issue in my electorate is that there is an area towards Tonkin Highway that is zoned urban, which over 
the next 10 to 15 years, is expected to housing extra 20 000 people. Therefore, the need for public transport in 
my area is absolutely critical. I have been advocating for the extension of the Thornlie railway line through to the 
Mandurah railway line. It is all very well to have trains going into the city, but we also need to have cross 
connections.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P. ABETZ: One thing that really concerns me about the southern railway line is that if anything were to go 
wrong with the Mandurah–Perth railway line at, say, Mount Henry Bridge or the Narrows Bridge—perhaps 
some kind of accident that blocks the rail line—the whole southern rail system would grind to a halt. However, if 
some of the trains could come up through Canning Vale, it would provide at least a skeleton service for the 
people further south. When I was doorknocking in the lead-up to the election, the railway line, apart from hoons 
and graffiti, was the top issue. Thanks to the enthusiasm of some very competent people in my electorate who 
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have expertise in railways, I have a beautiful plan here. I am not a minister so mine is not laminated like the ones 
that have been shown previously! 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I’m still saving up for a laminator! 

Mr P. ABETZ: I am saving up for a laminator—yes, something like that! A detailed costing was kindly done for 
me by someone who has worked on railway projects in WA. The project would include three railway stations, at 
Nicholson Road, Canning Vale markets and Jandakot airport; the double electrified railway track that would 
need to run parallel to the goods train; all electrical components; refurbishment of some bridges; and $10 million 
worth of new rolling stock—we could not pinch trains off the northern line; we would be in real trouble if we 
tried that! The total cost of the project is the princely sum of $234 million. That sum of $234 million may sound 
like an awful lot of money — 

Mr D.A. Templeman: It would be more than that. 

Mr P. ABETZ: These are fairly detailed costings. They include $20 million for the bridge work for an overpass 
over Nicholson Road. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: How much is each station? 

Mr P. ABETZ: It is $20 million. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Each? 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: It would be a bit more than that. Have you run it past Peter Martinovich? 

Mr P. ABETZ: I have not run it past him, but I am told that that is roughly right for a railway station, 
particularly in that area, because there is potential for a public–private partnership. We already have the land, so 
we do not have to buy the land. At the Nicholson Road end, it would lend itself to high-density housing plus a 
commercial area around it. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What is the current population catchment for that corridor now? Do you have a rough 
figure? 

Mr P. ABETZ: It depends on the area. My electorate has grown by some 4 000 people in the past two years. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What is the current catchment around each proposed station at Nicholson Road, Jandakot 
and the Canning Vale markets? Under current planning rules, there needs to be thousands of people. 

Mr P. ABETZ: To give the member an idea, I mentioned the extra 20 000 people in the area where Ranford 
Road hits Tonkin Highway. Within 10 years, that strip of undeveloped land, which is just beginning to be 
developed, is expected to house an extra 20 000 people. With no railway station, Ranford Road will battle to 
carry the extra cars. The car park at Murdoch railway station is chock-a-block full already. The Canning Vale 
markets site allows for a very big car park. That would be step number one if we did it incrementally. A car park 
could be built at the Canning Vale markets. Many buses run along Ranford Road and South Street; there is a bus 
lane all the way to Murdoch. A bus goes past every two minutes. People could park at the Canning Vale markets 
site, even before a railway station is built, as an alternative to a two-storey car park at Murdoch station. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What is the length of rail that that figure is being costed for? How many kilometres is it? 

Mr P. ABETZ: It is three kilometres from the Kenwick tunnel to Thornlie station. It is another $5 million for 
the rail line to Glen Iris and $57 million for the 11 kilometres from Thornlie station to the Glen Iris rail tunnel. 
All up, we have allowed about $70 million just for the rail. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What is the length of the rail? Is it about 20 kilometres? 

Mr P. ABETZ: No, it would not be quite that; it would be 14 kilometres. 

One of the other things we could do, which I hope will happen one day, is to do it incrementally. We desperately 
need an overpass over the railway line at Nicholson Road. Obviously, that bridge design would need to be done 
in the context of the rail development. Hopefully, we can get the basic design work done so that in the very near 
future we can at least build the overpass as step number one to improve traffic flow. One of the issues is that 
because the train at Murdoch is quite often full, people from Canning Vale drive to Thornlie to catch the train. 
The Public Transport Authority tells me that its surveys indicate that one-third of all the people who catch the 
train at Thornlie live in Canning Vale and Southern River. We have a major issue in trying to address the public 
transport problem. The car park at Thornlie railway station is overflowing. The PTA is talking about expanding 
that car park. My suggestion is that we build a car park at Nicholson Road, because if one-third of those people 
no longer had to drive to Thornlie and could catch public transport in Canning Vale, the Thornlie car park would 
be big enough for the time being. I believe there are certainly many opportunities for progressing this project. 
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Although I am very conscious of the limitations of budgets, and given the financial constraints of our 
government, I hope that in the not-too-distant future there will be something in the forward estimates for some of 
that preliminary work. I have told my constituents that, realistically, I am not sure that the railway line will be 
built within the next five years. I think that is too optimistic. I am certainly looking at a seven to 10-year time 
frame to have it all done, but we will wait and see what happens. 

Another big issue in my electorate is the shortage of sports grounds. Some members will recall that I made a 
grievance about that issue not so long ago. My electorate is a young community. Lots of kids in the area want to 
play sport. The planners put ovals in the design of the urban plan in the 1980s. The problem is that those areas 
were not cleared and now councils cannot get permits to clear native vegetation. There is a market garden in the 
middle of one of the Bush Forever sites in my area. The Department of Environment and Conservation wants to 
revegetate that area. The City of Gosnells and many of the residents are saying, “Let’s do some kind of trade-
off.” We hope to move that forward to at least find some other way of providing more sports grounds. 

This government has also provided a very generous feed-in tariff of 47c for the net input. My wife and I installed 
a 1.6-kilowatt solar panel system on our home. We were curious to see what effect it would have on our 
electricity bill. The impact is that we no longer have an electricity bill; in fact, I now have a credit of $269 with 
Synergy. Although that may not be possible for everybody, my wife and I are empty nesters, so it is only the two 
of us. By limiting our electricity use during the day when the solar panels generate electricity, feeding in at 47c a 
kilowatt hour, and by running our dishwasher and washing machine at night, we now have a very healthy credit. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

Mr P. ABETZ: It is probably on the bill somewhere. The net feed-in tariff on 528 units — 

Mr C.J. Tallentire: Synergy bills are very difficult to read. 

Mr P. ABETZ: I am not quite sure that I understand it all. 

Mr P. Papalia: Did you try to contact Synergy personally when you registered? 

Mr P. ABETZ: I just filled in the forms and posted them; I did not have to talk to anybody. 

Mr P. Papalia: If you didn’t have a problem, it got it right. See how difficult it is if you have to contact the 
office if it does not get it right. 

Mr P. ABETZ: I hope it got it right. I hope it has not got it wrong in giving us the credit. 

There is another matter that I would like to briefly mention. Members will know that I am a member of the 
Education and Health Standing Committee. The issues we look at are certainly very interesting. I have always 
taken an interest in education and health issues. As most members will know, there has been considerable 
criticism of the proposed national curriculum. That criticism has been levelled not by some fanatics but by well-
respected academics such as Greg Melleuish, associate professor at the School of History and Politics at the 
University of Wollongong; Barry Spurr, associate professor at the department of English at the University of 
Sydney; and Professor Augusto Zimmermann, a legal scholar working at Murdoch University. Time does not 
permit me to mention the many others, but I note that the influential and, at least in most circles, well-respected 
Institute of Public Affairs has also put out a publication in this regard to members of both federal and state 
Parliaments to alert them to some of its concerns. I must say that I share most of the criticisms that have been 
raised; in fact, I lodged my own private submission on the history curriculum with the Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority in May 2010. If anybody is interested in that, I am more than happy to 
provide them with a copy. 

Mr A.J. Waddell: Is that about the English Civil War or about Judeo-Christianity? 

Mr P. ABETZ: It is about the fact that it does not give enough recognition to our history—where we have 
actually come from. For us as a society to be cohesive and to move forward together, we must have an 
understanding of where we have come from and where we will move forward to. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: We have a bit of a different history, friend, about where our families have come from. 

Mr P. ABETZ: Yes, that is very different, but as Australians our Westminster system of government, our 
European heritage, which is based on Judeo–Christian heritage, is important. Whether people are Christian or 
atheist does not matter. For someone living in Saudi Arabia to understand that culture, they would have to have a 
working knowledge of Islam; otherwise, they could not understand that culture. In the same way, I believe that 
for people to understand our western culture, they need to have at least a working knowledge of our Judeo–
Christian history. The concern I have is the emphasis and the direction that the national curriculum seems to 
want to take to shape the way people think, thereby creating particular mindsets. A tremendous amount of 
political power is then given to those who deliver the curriculum in terms of the kind of slant they put on things. 
Of course, that is always the case, but I think we need to be very cautious. I strongly oppose limiting the 
curriculum to only certain directions and, to put it this way, pursuing a politically correct kind of agenda. I 
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believe the purpose of education has always been the imparting of knowledge that has been gained in the past so 
that people can build on that knowledge and the experience of our society and use that to advantage in the future.  

My time has almost expired, so with that I conclude and say that I continue to enjoy serving as the member for 
Southern River and consider it a great privilege to represent the people of that area. 

Debate interrupted, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 

[Continued on page 2471.] 
 


